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50C423: SOCIAL CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT

1. Discuss the diverse definitions of the terms adaptation and transformation in the
context of social change. How are human actors, as intentional beings, implicated in
these adaptive and transformative changes in society?

2. Critically discuss the linkages between the politics of production and digital
technologies in contemporary society.

3. Define the term conspicuous consumption, and explain why affluent consumption
and consumer culture have become increasingly widespread and dominant in
modern society.,

4. Discuss the different conceptualizations of development, and analyse McMichael’s
(2017) arguments regarding the nature of development as a global organizing
principle.

5. Identify and discuss the strengths and limitations of the world systems theory as an
explanation of global inequality.

6. How is environmental degradation explained from the actor-system dialectics (ASD)
perspective? With specific reference to studies conducted by ASD teams, explain
how environmental sustainability initiatives take place, succeed, or fail.




