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Question 1

S is appearing before the High Court on a charge of murder. He pleads “not guilty” to the
charge. The only evidence against him is a statement which he made to a magistrate in
which he states how he committed the crime. The State wants to use this statement
against S on the basis that it is a confession.

You are the Counsel for the State. Make submissions before the court stating why you
say the statement is a confession and consequently admissible, and whether or not the

~ court can convict on the basis of the confession alone. (25 marks)
Question 2 -
(a) What is estoppel by conduct? (15 marks)

(b) If a competent and compellable witness refuses to testify in criminal proceedings how

is he or she dealt with? (10 marks)

(Total marks = 25)
Question 3
(a) Discuss the admissibility of documentary evidence. (15 marks)

(b) Discuss the presumption applicable to a date on a document. (4 marks)

(c) Under what circumstances may the rule against hearsay evidence be relaxed?
‘ (6 marks)
(Total marks = 25)



Question 4
(a) What is a dying declaration? (19 marks)

(b) Can a court convict a person on the basis of evidence of a single witness?
(6 marks)
(Total marks = 25)

Question 5

(a) What is evidence of character and what is it that an accused person may do in court
during proceedings which allows the State to give evidence of his or her bad character?
| (20 marks)
(b) Discuss evidence of bad character in civil proceedings. (5 marks)
(Total marks = 20)



