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ERM 625: GEP RESEARCH METHODS 

SECTION A: COMPULSORY QUESTION 

QUESTION 1 

a) Explain the following terms: 

i) 
ii) 

Research method 
Research design 

(5 marks) 
(5 marks) 

b) Describe how you would conduct stratified and cluster sampling. (10 marks) 

c) Using examples, discuss the links between a research, thesis, research question 
and hypothesis. (10 marks) 

d) You have been asked to compare the productivity of land resources in two communities. 
Explain how you would do this, indicating the type ofdata to be collected and appropriate 
statistics to be used. (10 marks) 

(40 Marks) 

SECTION B: ANSWER ANY ONE QUESTION 

QUESTION 2 

a) Differentiate between qualitative and quantitative research methods. (20 marks) 

b) Discuss the strengths and weaknesses ofboth qualitative and quantitative 
research methods. (10 marks) 

(30 marks) 

QUESTION 3 

Identify and discuss different ways ofdetermining the validity ofmeasurement in both 
quantitative and qualitative research. (30 Marks) 



SECTION C: ANSWER ANY ONE QUESTION 

QUESTION 4 

Discuss the steps followed when choosing a research topic and narrowing its focus. (30 Marks) 

QUESTION 5 


Using examples, explain how you would write the following parts ofyour literature review: 

a) Introduction (10 marks) 

b) Body ofliterature review (10 marks) 

c) Conclusion (10 marks) 

(30 Marks) 
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