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Question 1. [20] _
Define an operating system. Use as examples the PIO, onion and bus diagrams. Show how the
explanations have developed over the years. -

Question 2. [20]

a) Is a monitor (VDU) purely an “output” device? Justify your answer.

b) Busy waiting is, in general, bad. In what circunstances can it be used effectively?

c) Write brief notes on the Linux schedulers.

d) Why is double buffering used?

¢) Which is the best file system to use with Linux? Why?

Question 3. [20]

a) Compare and contrast fdisk and a GUI implementation of a partitioner of your choice.

b) How would you partition a disk for use as a web server using the Linux Apache web server?
Envisage there are half a dozen web developers.

Question 4. [20]
Describe the inconsistent analysis problem. Give two different examples of each of the lost update,
uncommitted dependency, and inconsistent analysis problems.

Question 5. [20]
Compare and contrast the Unix and Windows series of operating systems.

Question 6. [20]
Describe an approach to explaining Input / OQutput software and hardware in an operating system.

End of examination paper.



