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SECTION A

1. What do religious scholars mean by the concept “religion”? Give examples of three
definitions of religion formulated by scholars who represent three different approaches to the
study of religion.

2. Explain the distinctive features of theological approaches to the study of religion. Give
relevant examples to illustrate your argument.

3. What do we mean by “social scientific approaches to the study of religion”? Select one

of the classical social scientific approaches to the study of religion, and explain’ its
contributions to knowledge and understanding of the place of religion in human life.

SECTION B
4 . Explain the importance of phenomenological descriptions of religion. What, if any, are the
weaknesses of phenomenological approaches to the study of religion?

5. Discuss the value of feminist approaches to the study of religion. What, if any, are the
weaknesses of phenomenological approaches to the study of religion?

6. What do we mean by hermeneutic approaches to the study of religion? Explain their
contributions to knowledge and understanding of the place of religion in human life.



