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TR8 100 Introduction to Biblical Studies, (8) July 2014 

SECTION A 

Ouestion 1 

Do you think the Christian usage of the term "Old Testament" is universally acceptable? 
Critically discuss. [20] 

Ouestion2 

Compare and contrast the creation stories according to Genesis 1 & 2. What conclusions could 
be drawn about the making of the Pentateuch? [20] 

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the In the day that the LORD God 
earth. 2 The earth was without form and void, and made the earth and the heavens, 5 
darkness was upon the face of the deep; and the Spirit when no plant of the fIeld was yet 
of God was moving over the face of the waters. 3 And in the earth and no herb of the field 
God said, "Let there be lightl1; and there was light. 4 had yet sprung up--for the LORD 
And God saw that the light was good; and God God had not caused it to rain upon 
separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the the earth, and there was no man to 
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there till the ground; 6 but a mist went 
was evening and there was morning, one day. 6 And up from the earth and watered the 
God said, I1Let there be a fIrmament in the midst of the whole face of the ground-- 7 then 
waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.11 7 the LORD God formed man of dust 
And God made the firmament and separated the waters from the ground, and breathed into 
which were under the firmament from the waters which his nostrils the breath of life; and 
were above the fIrmament. And it was so. 8 And God man became a living being. 8 And 
called the firmament Heaven. And there was evening the LORD God planted a garden in 
and there was morning, a second day. 9 And God said, Eden, in the east; and there he put 
"Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together the man whom he had formed. 9 
into one place, and let the dry land appear." And it was And out of the ground the LORD 
so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that God made to grow every tree that 
were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw is pleasant to the sight and good for 
that it was good. 11 And God said, "Let the earth put food, the tree of life also in the 
forth vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees midst of the garden, and the tree of 
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its the knowledge of good and eviL 10 
kind, upon the earth." And it was so. 12 The earth A river flowed out of Eden to water 
brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according the garden, and there it divided and 
to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is became four rivers. 11 The name of 
their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that the first is Pishon; it is the one 
it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was which flows around the whole land 
morning, a third day. 14 And God said, "Let there be of Havilah, where there is gold; 12 
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and the gold of that land is good; 

day from the night; and let them be for signs and for 

lights in the finnament of the heavens to separate the 

bdellium and onyx stone are there. 
seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be 13 The name of the second river is 
lights in the firmament of the heavens to give light upon Gihon; it is the one which flows 

the earth. tl And it was so. 16 And God made the two 
 around the whole land of Cush. 14 
gteat lights, the greater light to rule the day, and the And the name of the third river is 
lesser light to rule the night; he made the stars also. 17 Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. 
And God set them in the firmament of the heavens to And the fourth river is the 
give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and Euphrates. 15 The LORD God took 
over the night, and to separate the light from the the man and put him in the garden 
darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there of Eden to till it and keep it. 16 
was evening and there was morning, a fourth day. 20 And the LORD God commanded 
And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of the man, saying, "You may freely 
living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across eat of every tree of the garden; 17 

. the firmament of the heavens." 21 So God created the but of the tree of the kriowledge of 
great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, good and evil you shall not eat, for 
with which the ·waters swarm, according to their kinds, in the day that you eat of it you 
and every winged bird according to its kind. And God shall die." 18 Then the LORD God 
saw that it was good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, said, "It is not good that the man 
"Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, should be alone; I will make him a 
and let birds multiply on the earth." 23 And there was helper fit for him." 19 So out of the 
evening and there was morning, a fifth day. 24 And ground the LORD God formed 
God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures every beast of the field and every 
according to their kinds: cattle and creeping things and bird of the air, and brought them to 
beasts of the earth according to their kinds:" And it was the man to see what he would call 
so. 25 And God made the beasts of the earth according . them; and whatever the man called 
to their kinds and the cattle according to their kinds, and every living creature, that was its 
everything that creeps upon the ground according to its name. 20 The man gave names to 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 26 Then God said, all ca,ttle, and to the birds ofthe air, 
"Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and and to every beast of the field; but 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and for the man there was not found a 
over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all helper fit fot him. 21 So the LORD 
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps God caused a deep sleep to fall 
upon the earth." 27 So God created man in his own upon the man, and while he slept 
image, in the image of God he created him; male and took one of his ribs and closed up 
female he created them. 28 And God blessed them, and its place with flesh; 22 and the rib 
God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the which the LORD God had taken 
earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of from the man he made into a 
the sea and over the birds of the air and over every woman .and brought her to the man. 
living thing that moves upon the earth." 29 And God 23 Then the man said, "This at last 
said, "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding is bone of my bones and flesh of 
seed which is upon the face of all the earth, and every my·· flesh; she shall be called 
tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. Woman, because she was taken out 
30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of of Man." 24 Therefore a man 
the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, leaves his father and his mother 
everytlling that has the breath of life, I have given every and cleaves to his wife, and they 
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green plant for food." And it was so. ~1 And God saw become one flesh. 25 And the man 
everything that he had made, and behold, it was very 
good. And there was evening and there was morning, a 

I. and his wife were both naked, and 
I were not ashamed. (Gen 2:4b-25) 

sixth day. (Genesis 1:1 -31) 

Question 3 

Briefly summarize various themes in the Pentateuch. [20] 

Question 4 

What is the evidence that the Book of Isaiah was not written by a single author? [20] 

SECTIONB 

Question 5 

Who wrote the Gospel According to Luke and why? [20] 

Question 6 

"yet who know that a man is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, 
even we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ, and not by 
works of the law, because by works of the law shall no one be justified. But if, in our endeavor to 
be justified in Christ, we ourselves were found to be sinners, is Christ then an agent of sin? 
Certainly not! But if I build up again those things which I tore down, then I prove myself a 
transgressor. For I through the law died to the law, that I might live to God. I have been 
crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. I do 
not nullify the grace of God; for if justification were through the law, then Christ died to no 
purpose. (Galatians 2:16-21) 

Discuss Paul's attitude towards the Jewish Law. [20] 

Question 7 

Using selected Christian churches in Swaziland, discuss how they read and interpret New 
Testament teachings about End Times. [20] 
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Question 8 

Write a critical commentary on the following extract. [20] 

1 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our assembling to meet him, we beg 
you, brethren, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or excited, either by spirit or by word, or by 
letter purporting to be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. 3 Let no one 
deceive you in any way; for that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man 
of lawlessness is revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts himself against every 
so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming 
himself to be God. 5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you this? 6 And 
you know what is restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery 
o{ lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains it will do so until he is out of the 
way. 8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, and the Lord Jesus will slay him with the 

. breath of his mouth and destroy him by his appearing and his coming. 9 The coming of the 
lawless one by the activity of Satan will be with all power and with pretended signs and wonders, 
10 and with all wicked deception for those who are to perish, because they refused to love the 
truth and so be saved. 11 Therefore God sends upon them a strong delusion, to make them 
believe what is false, 12 so that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness. 13 But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren 
beloved by the Lord, because God chose you from the beginning to be saved, through 
sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. 14 To this he called you through our gospel, so 
that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brethren, stand fum and hold 
to the traditions which you were taught by us, either by word ofmouth or by letter. 16 Now may 
our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal comfort 
and good hope through grace, 17 comfort your hearts and establish them in every good work and 
word. (2 Thessalonians 2: 1-17) 
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