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TRS 100 Introduction to Biblical Studies, (M) November 2013 

SECTION A 

Question 1 

What does the teon "Bible" mean? In your view, do you think it is of any importance to 
study the Bible at your level? [20] 

Question 2 

Ul)ing specific examples, write detailed explanatory notes on any two of the following 
descriptive teons: 

(a) Bible. 
(b) Tanak. 
(c) Apocrypha. 
(d) Pseudepigrapha. 
(e) Masoteric Text. [20] 

Question 3 

Identify sources behind the flood accounts below. Discuss the chief tenets of each of the sources 
you have identified. [20] 

The Great Flood 

t 
7 Then the LORD said to Noah, "Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that 
you are righteous before me in this generation. 2 Take with you seven pairs of all clean animals, 
the male and his mate; and a pair of the animals that are not clean, the male and his mate; 3 and 
seven pairs of the birds of the air also, male and female, to keep their kind alive upon the face of 
all the earth. 4 For in seven days I will send rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and 
every living thing that I have made I will blot out from-the face of the ground." 5 And Noah did 
all that the LORD had commanded him. 

6 Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters came upon the earth. 7 And Noah and 
his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him went into the ark, to escape the waters of the 
flood. 8 Of clean animals, and of animals that are not clean, and of birds, and of everything that 
creeps on the ground, 9 two and two, male and female, went into the ark with Noah, as God had 
commanded Noah. 10 And after seven days the waters of the flood came upon the earth. 

11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the 
month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens 
were opened. 12 And rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 13 On the very same day 
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Noah and his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah's wife and the three wives of his sons 
with them entered the ark, 14 they and every beast according to its kind, and all the cattle 
according to their kinds, and every creeping thing that creefss on the earth according to its kind, 
every bird according to its kind, every bird of every sort. 5 They went into the ark with Noah, 
two and two of all flesh in which there was the breath of life. 16 And they that entered, male and 
female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and the LORD shut him in. 

17 The flood continued forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bore up the ark, 
and it rose high above the earth. 18 The waters prevailed and increased greatly upon the earth; and 
the ark floated on the face of the waters. 19 And the waters prevailed so mightily upon the earth 
that all the high mountains under the whole heaven were covered; 20 the waters prevailed above 
the mountains, covering them fifteen cubits deep. 21 And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, 
birds, cattle, beasts, all swanning creatures that swann upon the earth, and every man; 
22 everything on the dry land in whose nostrils was the breath of life died. 23 He blotted out every 
living thing that was upon the face of the ground, man and animals and creeping things and birds 
of the air; they were blotted out from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those that were with him 
in the ark. 24 And the waters prevailed upon the earth a hundred and fifty days. 

Question 4 

Choose anyone prophetic book you have studied in this course and explore the central message 
in that book. [20] 

SECTIONB 

Question 5 

Discuss the various emphases of anyone of the four gospels. Support your submissions with 
evidence from the primary text. [20] 

Question 6 

Why did Paul write anyone of the following letters? 
(a) Galatians. 
(b) 1 Thessalonians. [20] 

Question 7 

"Count it all joy, my brethren, when you meet various trials, for you know that the testing of 
your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing" (James 1: 2-4). Do you think temptations are good? 
Explain your response giving lived examples. [20] 
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Question 8 

Write a critical commentary on the following extract. [20] 

1 Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sos'thenes, 2 
To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints 
together with all those who in every place calion the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their 
Lord and ours: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I give 
thanks to God always for you because of the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, 

. 5 that in every way you were enriched in him with all speech and all knowledge-- 6 even as the 
testimony to Christ was confirmed among you-- 7 so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, 
as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ; 8 who will sustain you to the end, guiltless 
in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the 
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 10 I appeal to you, brethren, by the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that there be no dissensions among you, but that you 
be united in the same mind and the same judgment. 11 For it has been reported to me by Chlo'e's. 
people that there is quarreling among you, my brethren. 12 What I mean is that each one of you 
says, "I belong to Paul," or "I belong to Aporlos," or "I belong to Cephas," or "I belong to 
Christ." 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of 
Paul? 14 I am thankful that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Ga'ius; 15 lest anyone 
should say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (I did baptize also the household of 
Steph'anas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not 
send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of 
Christ be emptied of its power. 18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is writren, III will destroy \he 
wisdom of the wise, and the cleverness of the clever I will thwart. 1I 20 Where is the wise man? 
Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of 
the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it 
pleased God through the folly ofwhat we preach to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand 
signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of 
God is stronger than men. 26 For consider your call, brethren; not many of you were wise 
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth; 27 but 
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, God chose what is weak in the world 
to shame the strong, 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are 
not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of 
God. 30 He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom, our 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption; 31 therefore, as it is written, "Let him who 
boasts, boast of the Lord." (1 Corinthians 1: 1-31, RSV) 
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