UNIVERSITY OF SWAZILAND
FACULTY OF HUMANITIES
DEPARTMENT OF JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION

EXAMINATION QUESTION PAPER: MAY 2011 MAIN

TITLE OF PAPER: MEDIA ETHICS
COURSE CODE: IMC 312
TIME ALLOWED: TWO (2) HOURS

INSTRUCTIONS: 1. Answer three (3) questions, ONE each from Section A,
Band C.
2. Write legibly, that is, boldly and clearly.
3. Evince the principles of compeosition and grammar.

THIS PAPER SHOULD NOT BE OPENED UNTIL PERMISSION HAS BEEN
GRANTED BY THE INVIGILATOR.



JMC 312: MEDIA ETHICS

Section A
Each question in this section carries 30 marks.

J. Clement Jones (1980), in Mass Media Codes of Ethics and Councils, articulates

the “threefold” purpose of media ethics, which forms the basis of what may be

dubbed, “Media Ethics Triangle.”

6] Identify the three aspects of media ethics involved in either Jones’s
threefold purpose or its derivation, the Media Ethics Triangle. (5 marks)

(i)  Explain each of the three aspects you have identified. (10 marks)
(i)  For each of the three aspects of media ethics, list two (2) ethical standards,
and discuss them with regard to the Swazi media. (15 marks)

Everyday, mass media professionals find themselves in situations whereby they

have to make ethical decisions. Dominick (1999) proffers a model which “media

professionals can use to evaluate and examine their decisions.”

@A) State and explain the components of Dominick’s model. (12 marks)

(i)  Attachment A to this question are three situations: A, B, and C. Employ
Dominick’s model to analyse each situation and the action you would
take. (18 marks)

Section B
Each question in this section carries 15 marks

Identify three ethical issues raised in Attachment B and discuss each.

All mass media professions subscribe to certain general ethical principles and
standards, but every media profession has some peculiar guidelines. Discuss the
depositions of the author in the article in Appendix C, with regard to the “Guiding
Principles for the Journalist,” as proffered in the book, Doing Ethics in
Journalism.

Section C
Each question in this section carries 15 marks.

The Ethical Quad is a diagram with which the vital elements of ethics may be
captured. Illustrate/describe the Ethical Quad; then, comment on its elements.

Because ethics is a branch of philosophy, its essential principles have invariably
been expounded by philosophers. List three principles, and explain them,
giving the names of the philosopher that expounded each principle.



ATTACHMENT A

A

A newspaper reporter investigating a fraud in a Government department discovers
that the chief perpetrator is the brother of his editor. He writes the story and
passes it to the editor. You are the editor: what would you do?

B

The wife of a convicted murderer of a political candidate has written a manuscript
in which she reveals what she knows about the murder, including the disclosure of
a top politician who paid her husband to do the job. She submits the manuscript
to a publisher. You are the publisher: what would you do?

C

The President of a political association whose organisation has been accused of
unpatriotic acts by Government wants to be given a chance to respond to the
accusation on the television station that had aired the news. It is a government-
owned station, and you are the General Manager of the station: What would you
do?
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