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Question 1

With close reference to a text you have studied, illustrate how it represents three of the major
orientations of literary study. [30]

Question 2

Discuss the theory of genres in relation to the place of literature in language and culture. [30]

Question 3

Show the similarities and differences in the approach to literature between Plato and the Puritans
on the one hand, and Aristotle and Philip Sidney on the other. [30]

Question 4

Apply psychoanalytic theory to a literary text you have studied to demonstrate its relevance to
African literature. [30]

Question 5

Compare and contrast the Marxist model of Base and Superstructure theory with postcolonial
theory, showing how they are both relevant in the study of African Literature. [30]

Question 6

Distinguish between form and content as viewed by the Russian Formalist scholars by using the
following poem. [30]

Sonnet 1. Happy, ye leaves! when as those lily hands
Edmund Spenser (15527-1599)

HAPPY, ye leaves! when as those lily hands,

Which hold my life in their dead-doing might,

Shall handle you, and hold in love’s soft bands,

Like captives trembling at the victor’s sight.

And happy lines! on which, with starry light, d
Those lamping eyes will deign sometimes to look,
And read the sorrows of my dying spright,

Written with tears in heart’s close-bleeding book.
And happy rhymes! bath’d in the sacred brook

Of Helicon, whence she derived is; 10
When ye behold that Angel’s blessed look,

My soul’s long-lacked food, my heaven’s bliss;
Leaves, lines, and rhymes, seek her to please alone,
Whom if ye please, I care for other none!



