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Question 1 (Compulsory) 

a) Explain how the following factors may inhibit or promote the acquisition of a 

second language: 

(i) Cognitive factors (5 marks) 

(ii) Motivation (5 marks) 

(10 marks) 

b) How does neuroscience contribute to psycholinguistics? 

(10 marks) 

c) Explain in detail how the Broca's aphasia and language experiments carried out 

on split-brain patients provide evidence for brain hemisphere lateralization. 

(20 marks) 

[40 marks] 

Question 2 

Discuss any two of the following theories of first and second language acquisition: 

a) Innateness Theory (10 marks) 

b} Critical Period Hypothesis (10 marks) 

c) The Comprehensible Input Hypothesis (10 marks) 

d) The Monitor Hypothesis (10 marks) 

[20 marks] 
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Question 3 

a) Explain in detail the abstract activities that take place in the linguistic system 

during the generation, production, reception and perception of the spoken 

linguistic signal. 

(10 marks) 

b) Briefly explain the 5 stages of the acquisition process in adults acquiring a 

second language. 

(10 marks) 

[20 marks] 

Question 4 

Give a brief description of the following? 

(a) The cerebrum (2) 

(b) Contralateral connections (2) 

(c) Input and output events in the 'Language Switchboard' (2) 

(d) Psycholinguistics (2) 

(e) Corpus Callosum (2) 

(f) Competence (2) 

(g) Interlanguage (2) 

(h) Mental lexicon (2) 

(i) Behaviourism (2) 

G) Language acquisition and language learning (2) 

[20 marks] 
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