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QUESTIONI - COMPULSORY

I) How would you define a dictionary. [Smarks]
i) With the aid of examples, critically discuss the general view that dictionaries have

authority in matters of language usage of ALL types. [25marks]

QUESTION 2

For every interaction to be successful, speakers need to adhere to the basic rules of talk.
Grice (1975) came up with the cooperative principle that governs talk. With the aid of
examples discuss the cooperative principle and the four maxims entailed therein.

[30 marks]

QUESTION 3

When one knows a language, one knows how to react to the different speech genres
within that language. Imagine you have been insulted by a stranger.

i) Identify the linguistic structure of the insult.

i1) The intention behind the insult.

iii)  The tone of the utterer of the insult.

iv)  The symbolic characteristics entailed in the insult.

V) The degree/power of the insult.

vi)  How you reacted in self defence to the insult

[30 marks — Smarks each]



QUESTION 4

Pragmatics is the study of the invisible meanings of words. It is the study of ‘speaker
intended meaning’. According to Yule (1985:127) it is the study of how we recognize
what is meant even when it is not actually said or written.

Closely examine the text below and find the implicit meanings entailed in the teenager’s

address to his parents. [30 marks]

.Do not’ let my 'bad habrts’ get me a lot of
- attention. Tf' e . S
It only encourages me fo continue them.,

Do not correct me in front of people :
| will take much more nofice if you talk
quretly with.me, in pnvate.._ v ——

Do not try to discuss my behavrour in the ‘

heat of a conflict. - :

For some reason, my heanng IS not very )
"good at this time and : - :

my co-operation is even worse.

It is all right fo. take the action requrred but

let's not talk about it too late i :' o +

Do not try to preach to me

: Do not nag ! :'"j- "f :
If you do, | shall have to protect myself by .
appearing deaf. S

! Do not demand explanatlons for my wrong
behaviour.
l really do not know why ldo lt.

Do not tax my honesty too much Vet iy ;
[ am easlly fnghtened into tefling hes o

. Do not forget that I love and use .-_"' L
' expenmenﬁng ‘ T




