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SECTION A: THE AFRICAN NOVEL
Question 1 (Compulsory)

Using examples from texts studied on this course, critically explore the view that literary
works are better understood if related to the background of their authors: their childhood,
education and literary careers as well as the social and political forces shaping their lives and
writing.

Charles Mungoshi — Waiting for the Rain (1975)
Question 2

*Although Mungoshi has successfully depicted the problems of colonial Zimbabwe, his story
is handicapped by his vision of the future,” Discuss the novel in the context of this assertion,

Chinua Achebe — A Man of the People (1966)
Question 3

In what ways can Achebe be said to have used satire to attack the folly and foibles of new
black leadership as well as the communities they lead?

SECTION B: AFRICAN BIOGRAPHY/AUTOBIOGRAPHY
Bessie Head — A Woman Alone (1990)
Question 4

Analyse how Bessie’s autobiography conveys issues of racism and poverty in South Africa.

Buchi Emecheta — Head Above Water (1994)
Question 5

Critically examine how Emecheta’s early childhood has a bearing on her letter life, career
and vision of life in general.
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