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SECTION A: FICTION - THE NOVEL
Ngugi wa Thiongo — Matigari (1987)
Question 1

Matigari can be described as a novel which draws from African oral art forms, both
stylistically and thematically. Discuss the novel in the context of this statement

Question 2

Critically evaluate Matigari as Marxist literature, showing how appealing it is to the Aftrican
worldview.

SECTION B: FICTION - THE SHORT STORY
Martha Mvungi — The Three Solid Stones (1975)

Question 3

Using any two stories from the collection, discuss the parallels that characterise the eatly
African short story and the African oral narrative genre.

Ama Ata Aidoo — The Girl Who Can and Other Stories (2002)

Question 4

In what ways can the writer’s short stories be considered ‘counter-discourse narratives on
patriarchal attitudes and beliefs on women’? Illustrate using any two stories studied on the

Course.

SECTION C: NON-FICTION - BIOGRAPHY/AUTOBIOGRAPHY
Buchi Emecheta — Head Above Water (1994)

Question 5

‘Although Emecheta conceives that her life was characterised by many setbacks, she did not
consider such a situation as unchangeable.” Discuss how and where she sees hope for the

African woman.




Question 6

Discuss the ways in which Emecheta’s autobiography can be considered typical of the
challenges of the African woman in a patriarchal society.

END OF PAPER




