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(1)ANSWER (FIVE) 5 QUESTIONS IN ALL
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Why is it productive to juxtapose the culinary realm and the literary realm in thinking of

literary appreciation? 15 marks

Describe how you would ensure a productive relationship with your academic supervisor. In
a face-to-face consultation between the academic supervisor and the undergraduate
researcher we can learn a lot about who does most of the talking. Explain what we can
conclude if we find that the advisor talks more than the student as well as when the student

talks more than the advisor. 15 marks

How would you quickly decide if a text book has the information you need? 15 marks

Here is a scenario: a fourth year UNISWA student’s research sources are predominantly the
research projects written by previous students of the university in the same or different

department. What would be your response to this student? 15 marks

‘Plagiarism is not just ethically wrong; it is a symptom of a problem.” Unpack this statement
taking care to explain why researchers commit this academic fraud as well as how to avoid

it. 15 marks

How do you explain the paradox of students opting for the analysis of ‘dead’ literary texts
over the analysis of a live oral performance when making the choice for a research project

in African literature? How could the Department of African languages and literature remedy

this ‘anomally’? 15 marks.



10.

The process of thinking about your literary text or linguistic data can be equated to a

scientist studying a specimen under a microscope. Explain why this analogy is productive.

15 marks.

Why is journaling important over the time you’re working on your project? 15 marks

Describe the process of reading your primary text, taking care to list the yields of each step

of the reading process. 15 marks

Read the attached text and carry out the following activities.

Formulate a thesis statement for a research topic

Suggest the most suitable literary theories you would employ and why you think they are
most suitable

Do a critical/literary analysis of the text. 40 marks

END



Mongane Wally Serote
Mariha, Martha What'’s Your Boy s Name?

Martha’s beby arrived into the world, with a big cry, on a dirty bed,
with bloody sheets, in a noisy cubicle of screaming children,
women, and a man crying outside in the dark. Martha felt very tired.
She wanted water, but the nurse wasn’t there to give it to her; she
had not been there to see the small boy, Mandela, come. Martha was
very happy that her boy had come, and that maybe tomorrow she
would go back to her mother with the baby. Nothing mattered now.
All she wanted was water and to wait for daylight to come s0 that
she could go home. She heard the yelling children and a moaning
woman, and the crying man and the nurses cursing and shouting. But
that did not matter.

“What are you doing?’ the nurse asked her.

‘My baby came,’ she said.

‘it down. I can see your baby came. You were not supposed to
give birth here, that bed is so dirty!”

But Martha missed all that. She had not brought herself to this
bed. She was brought here, and told to wait. How was she to know
when her baby would come, and what she was supposed to have
done?

They cut the flesh which joined them. They took the baby away.
She wanted to follow them.

The baby was the only thing she had as her own.”But she did not

even have the strength to follow them to the bathroom. She was
grateful when they brought it back. But also grateful because they
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