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SECTION A
(Answer Question 1)

Question 1

(a) Using illustrations, give a brief description of the following linguistic terms and concepts
in relation to suprasegmental/prosodic properties:

i) contour tone; (3 marks)
ii) Obligatory Contour Principle; (4 marks)
iii)  tone stability (4 marks)
iv) trochaic foot; (3 marks)
V) extrametricality; (3 marks)
vi) direction of mapping; (3 marks)
vii)  Well Formedness Condition (5 marks)
[25§ MARKS]
SECTION B

(Choose one Question from this section)

Question 2

a) The following examples illustrate vowel and tone contraction in Yoruba, a Kwa language
mainly spoken in Nigeria and Benin:

I ké ekd — kéko ‘learn a lesson’
2. 1 0be — 10bé ‘see a knife’
3. ri apo  — rapod ‘see a bag’

Using an Autosegmental analysis, account for the tone of the contracted vowel (underlined) on
the connected speech form in examples 1 and 3. (8 marks)

(b) Each of the languages below illustrates a different kind of pattern of word stress.

(i) Describe, in words, the stress pattern of each language.

L. Pintupi
(i) péana ‘earth’
(ii) thituya ‘many’
(iii) malawana ‘through from behind’
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(1)

(iv)
)
(vi)

Huasteco
@) cijo:k
(ii) ya:ni:l

plfllir‘]kélatjul ‘we (sat) on the hill’ (4 marks)
t’z'lmulimpat’ﬁgku ‘our relation’
tiliripulampatiu ‘the fire for our benefit flared up’

(iii)  ?4:ulom

(iv)  7alabé:l

) bi:nomac
(vi)  hilkoma

(vii) célam
Weri

1) pintip
(i)  kulipu

(iii)  ulbamit
(iv)  akuneétepal

‘chin’

‘many times’

“field of garlic’

‘pretty’ (3 marks)
‘one who gave’

‘leftover’

‘shade’

‘bee’

‘hair of arm’

‘mist’ (3 marks)
‘times’

In the examples stress is indicated as follows:

Latin

@)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)
(vi)
(vii)

(viii)

vérita:s
héminem
di:kere
diksisti
mittutur
mittantur
veritd:tem
ami:cus

Give the stress pattern

[fa:lintalize:)

a = primary stress

a = secondary stress

‘truth’

‘man (accusative case)’

‘to speak’

‘you spoke’

‘he was sent’ (4 marks)
‘they were sent’

‘truth (accusative case)’

“friend’

you would predict for the word below in each language:
(3 marks)

[25 MARKS]
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Question 3

a) The following data illustrate the post-position suffix 4 ‘in’ in Mende, a language spoken
in both Liberia and Sierra Leone. Notice in the data that the suffix bears tone, but the tone
varies on different words,

e |

in
(1) kpa ‘debt’ kpahu
(i)  mba ‘rice’ mbahu
(iii) mba ‘companion’ mbahu
(iv)  ndawila ‘sling’ ndavilahu
(v)  félama = ‘junction’ félamahu
(vi)  nikili ‘groundnut’ nikilihu
In the examples tones are indicated as follows:

4= high

a=low

4 = falling

a =rising

Task
Account for the differences in tone on the suffix for ‘in’ in Mende. State your solution with
autosegmental notation. (Hint: Assume that the suffix has no tone to begin with, but that the

word to which it is attached does have tone). Support your argument by analysing examples

(ii), (iv), and (vi). (9 marks)
b) Question: Write the following words in phonetic notation and place the words in their
syllables:
i) prosodic (3 marks)
ii) job (2 marks)
1i1) psychology (3 marks)
iv) imbalance (3 marks)

¢) According to Trubetzkoy’s theory of distinctive oppositions;
“The same phonetic segments distinguished by the same phonetic features can stand in a
neutralizable opposition in one language and in a constant opposition in another”. Provide
evidence to support this statement along with relevant examples. (5 marks)

[25 MARKS]
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SECTION C
(Choose one Question Jrom this section)

Question 4

a) Determine and write down the distinctive feature(s) which differentiate(s) the sound
segments in each of the following pairs:

[u, m]

[i, €]

[s, z]

[n, n] (7 marks)
[k, x]

[ts, ]

[t B]

b) Write the following words in phonetic notation and place the words in their syllables:

i) physiology

i) exist ;

iii) writing (18 marks)
iv) theme

V) strap

vi) extrametrical

[25 MARKS]

Question 5

a) Provide the SPE system of distinctive features for each of the following sound segments:

(k]

[d3]

[o]

[3]

[s] (16 marks)
(]

[u]

(1]

b) Use distinctive features to formalize the following phonological rules:

i) The sequence /a/ /i/ is realised a [e] when a morpheme boundary intervenes
between them (4 marks)
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ii) A voiceless velar stop is realised as a voiced velar fricative before the vowel
(]
(5 marks)
[25 MARKS]

Question 6

[tobola] ‘to bore a hole’ [tfina] ‘to cut’
[tanu] ‘five’ [tiba] ‘banana’
[kesokal] ‘to be cut’ [nkofi] ‘lion’
[kasu] ‘emaciation’ " [nselele] ‘termite’
[kunezulu]  ‘heaven’ [azimola] ‘alms’
[nzwetu] ‘our’ [lolonzi] ‘to wash house’
[zevo] ‘then’ _ [zenga] ‘to cut’
[3ima] “to stretch]
1) State the distribution of each pair of segments given below:
[t] [Y]
[s] [ (6 marks)
[z] [3]
ii) Which phones should be used as basic phoneme for each pair? State the reason for your
choice. (8 marks)

State, in Words, one phonological rule that will derive all the phonetic segments from
their phonemes. Do not state a separate rule for each phoneme, but a general rule for all

three phonemes you listed in (i1) above, (4 marks)
iv)  Formalize the rule you stated in (iii) above with the use of distinctive features.
(7 marks)
[25 MARKS]



