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TRADITIONAL/ ORAL LITERATURE 11

INSTRUCTIONS: ANSWER THREE QUESTIONS, CHOOSING AT LEAST ONE 1)
FROM EACH SECTION

SECTION A: NATURE OF FOLKTALES AND THEORIES OF ORAL LITERATURE

1. Examine the role of the narrator and the audience in the performance of Swazi folktales
(20 Marks).

- 2. Describe the different ways in which a story can be transmitted from one generation to
the next in Swazi oral tradition (20 marks).

3. Briefly comment on the following approaches to oral narrative studies

Evolutionism (4 marks)

Diffusionism (4 marks)

Functionalism ( 4 marks)

Symbolism and Psychoanalysis ( 4 marks)
Formalism (4 marks)
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4. Briefly discuss the following categories of folktales
Trickster tales (4 marks')

Fairy tales (3 marks)

Aetiological tales (3 marks)

Heroic tales (4 marks)

Anti-heroic tales (3 marks)

Non-heroic tales (3 marks).
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SECTION B: PROVERBS AND RIDDLES

5. “Riddles are educational because of their varied content, but their primary aim seems to
be recreational”. How far do you agree or disagree with this statement. Support your
answer with clear illustrations (20 marks).

6. Comment on the use of riddles and proverbs in Swazi oral tales (20 marks).



7. Why do you think proverbs and riddles are described as products of creative imagination?
Use relevant textual materials to illustrate your answer (20 marks).



