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SECTION A: ORIGIN AND GENERAL THEORY OF ORAL LITERATURE

1.

What are the main distinguishing features between oral and written literature? (20
Marks).

Discuss how the elements of the Swazi universe have affected the creativity of the Swazi

oral artist and the subsequent production of its literature (20 marks).

Discuss whether oral literature is really relevant to serious scholarship in contemporary
Swaziland? (20 marks).

Comment on the relationship between the performer, audience and the occasion in the

performance of any Swazi oral piece of your choice (20 marks).

SECTION B: FIELD WORK IN ORAL LITERATURE

5.

Discuss the techniques which an oral literature researcher may use when collecting Swazi

proverbs and riddles (20 marks).

Discuss three major changes which oral literature material in siSwati must undergo if it
has to be available to a wider audience, outside the Swazi community from which the

literature emanates (20 marks).

Comment on the following statement by Sekoni Ropo:

“A faithful representation of the PERFORMANCE of oral
literature should incorporate as much of its INTRINSIC and

EXTINSIC elements as possible to enable us to form the right sort
of judgment about the art and culture of a particular society” (20

marks).



