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Question 1
Examine the
languages:
A

68 B
13 11
39 37
39 36
35 33
37 35
30 33
22 28
31 24

SECTION A
LEXICOSTATISTICS AND GLOTTOCHRONOLOGY

Answer Question 1

shared cognate percentage figures for the following ten hypothetical

C
9 D
8 66 E

10 67 65 F

9 57 53 50 G

36 54 56 33 34 H

27 53 51 46 57 61 1

21 56 54 47 58 66 69 J

With reference to the above data,

@) Find out which languages are most closely related to each other and group them

accordingly. 3)
(i)  State the shared cognate percentage figures between the followmg languages:
1. Language B and language F;
2. Language E and language G; i
3. Language A and language D; . )
4. Language B and language I; and
5. Language C and language H

b) What is the difference between Lexicostatistics and Glottochronology?  (5)




c) Swadesh (1955) discusses guidelines for the preparation of word-lists used in
lexicostatistics. Discuss four of the guidelines, giving one example under each

point. (12)

[25 marks]

SECTION B
LINGUISTIC RECONSTRUCTION

Choose gne question from this section

Question 2

a) Study the data provided below from four languages of the Tupi-Guarani family.
Then do the tasks which follow:

GUARANI TUPINAMBA SIRIONO GUARAYO
kitfi kiti kisi kitfi ‘cut’
tf7 tin st i ‘white’
mers mevren mesa mea ‘give’
kwa pwar kwa kwa ‘tie’
ki kib ki ki ‘louse’
ki?a ~ kira kia kia ‘dirty’
i) Using the comparative method, reconstruct proto-words for each of the six
items provided in the data. : _ 6)

ii) Wherever a proto-word has changed, name the daughter language and state
the phonological process which took place during the development of the
daughter language from Proto-Tupi-Guarani. (6)

iii) Giving reasons for your opinion, which of the three languages do you consider to
be:
1. the most conservative; o .
2. the most innovative. ' . (C))

b) Consider the data below from six Bantu languages and then do the tasks that
follow:



Language

Gisu

Kongo

Rimi

S. Sotho
Zambian Tonga
Tswana

Singular

ligi
diki
ige
lihi
iji
lii

-

Plural

gamagi ‘egg(s)’
meki ‘egg(s)’
mage ‘egg(s)’
mahi ‘egg(s)’
maji ‘egg(s)’
mai ‘egg(s)’

According to Guthrie (1970), the Proto-Bantu stem for ‘egg’ is /-gi/. With the use of
distinctive features, formalize the diachronic phonological rules which applied to the
proto-Bantu stem to evolve the following:

1) the Kongo stem;

ii) the Rimi stem; and

i) the Tswana stem.

Question 3

®
[25 marks]

Consider the correspondence sets from five Polynesian languages:

Tongan Samoan
1 m m
2 n n
3 n n
4 p p
5 t t
6 k 7

Tahitian

~N —~9g ~Vv B3y

Maori

~ ~ga 9y

Hawaiian

~wo B By

In addition, note that Tongan has kept the phoneme *h in certain words, which has been
lost in all other Polynesian languages. Furthermore, Tongan has lost the phoneme *r from
its inventory, which was kept as /r/ or became /I/ in the other four languages:

Tongan Samoan Tahitian
7.h 2 2 o
8.0 1 r

r

Maori

Hawaiian Proto-
Polynesian

o *h

1 *r

(@  On the basis of this information and thé following data, identify the 5 remaining

consonant correspondences:

Tongan Samoan Tahitian
le?o leo reo
fuha ua ua
lili lili riri

Maori
reo

ua
riri

)
Hawaiian
leo ‘voice’
va ‘rain’
lili ‘angry’



hae sae hae hae
hihi isi ihi ihi
huu ulu uru uru
fue fue hue hue
afo afo aho aho
vela vela vera wera
hiva iva iva iwa
Tongan Samoan Tahitian

9, 1 - -

10. ¢ - -

1. h - -

12. f - -

13. \' - -

hae

ulu
hue
aho
wela
iwa

‘to tear’
[4 S‘uip’

‘to enter’
‘vine’
‘fishline’
‘hot’
Gnine!

Hawaiian

b) For each of the correspondence sets in (1) — (6) and (9) — (13), reconstruct a
proto-sound. If the proto-sound underwent a change, indicate what the change

is and in which language it took place. o)
) Complete the following comparative table by filling in the missing words:
(10)
Tongan Samoan Tahitian Maori Hawaiian
kaukau —_— —_ kaukau —_ ‘to bathe’
—_ mata — —_ —_ ‘eye’
—_ tafe —_ —_ kahe ‘to flow’
la?e — —_ rae —_ ‘forehead’
—_ —_ —_ — wara ‘canoe’
lano — — rano — ‘fly’
d) Based on the data above, reconstruct the following words: ‘voice’, ‘angry’,
‘vine’, ‘strip’. ‘to tear’. &)
[25 marks]



SECTION C

LANGUAGE CHANGE

Choose one question from this section

Question 4

a) Distinguish between the following types of sound change. Give for each argument
an example from any language:

i) apocope and syncope;
ii) haplology and metathesis;
ili)  aphaeresis and prothesis;

iv)  phonetic unpacking and vowel breaking;

v) assimilation and dissimilation.

b) What is compensatory lengthening?

Question 5

(20)

Q)
[25marks]

a) Historical and Comparative Linguistics has been defined as the study of language
change (O’Grady and Dobrovolsky 1987:193). With illustrations from English
and / or any other Indo-European language, discuss the TRIGGERS of this

language change.

(13)

b) Consider the data provided below from Mbabaram, a language spoken in North

Queensland Australia:

*wula
*pali
*guju
*guwa
*bamba
*wuna
*diba
*gumbi
*naga
*nulu

- lo
- i

- ju
- wo
- mba
- no
— _ be
- "~ "mbi
- ga
- lu

‘die’
‘we’
‘fish’
‘west’
‘belly’
‘lie down’

‘liver’

‘penis’

é 2

east
‘he’

i) Some word-final /a/ became [e], some became [0], and some remained unchanged.
What were the conditioning factors?

@)




ii) Initial syllables were lost. Did this change take place before or after the changes
affecting the final /a/? Explain with relevant examples from the data. 4

[25marks]

SECTION D
MISCELLANEOUS TOPICS
Choose one question from this section
Question 6
a)  What do you think is the importance to historical linguistics of the fact that
Sanskrit, Latin, and Greek were written languages? Would we have been able to ,
make the same advances if they were not? S R

b) How does typology contribute to our understanding of language change? (4)

c) Does a proto-language die out and then get replaced by its daughter languages?
What, for example, is the nature of the relationship between Latin and Italian?

©6)
d) With illustrations from any language, discuss the following linguistic terms and
concepts:

i) Implicational universals; _ )

ii) Total progressive assimilation; )

iii)  Compensatory lengthening 2)

iv) Folk etymology 4
Question 7

a) List the Proto-Bantu nominal prefixes 19-23 and for each class show how the
Proto-Bantu prefix is reflected in any one modern day Bantu language.  (5)

b) Wherever the Proto-Bantu prefix has changed in a modern Bantu language : *
illustrated in (a) above, state the phonological process which occurred during the

development of the modern Bantu language. . o (6) §
c) With illustrations from Meinhof’s Ur-Bantu and siSwati vowel systems, discuss «
the *7 > 5 vowel shift. ®) t
c) Discuss two types of adjectival prefixes. Give for each type, one example from
any relevant Bantu language. (6)
[25 marks]



