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ANSWER TEN (10) QUESTIONS IN ALL.
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ALL QUESTIONS HAVE EQUAL MARKS.

LINGUISTIC EXPRESSIONS AND
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SECTION A: BANTU LINGUISTICS

QUESTION 1

What are the contributions of each of the following to Bantu linguistics?

(@  C. Meinhof
(b) W.Bleek

QUESTION 2

Describe five of the seven criteria proposed by Guthrie for identifying languages as
belonging to the Bantu family.

QUESTION 3
There are five ways in which languages may be classified.

(@) What are they?
(b)  Briefly describe each of them.

QUESTION 4

Giving Pigafetta for illustration, describe and critically evaluate the earliest records of
Bantu.

QUESTION S

In brief, critically discuss Brusciotto’s classification of nouns in Kikongo.
UESTION 6

Distinguish between the ethnological and the linguistic use of the term ‘Bantu’.



SECTION B: WESTERN LINGUISTICS

QUESTION 1

Identify and explain the three most striking aspects of Panini’s approach to the analysis of
language.

QUESTION 2

F. BOPP published a book which, according to Bloomfield (1933:14) marked ‘the
beginning of a systematic comparison of the Indo-European languages.

(a) Give the title of the book
()  When was it published?
(c)  Briefly state the main content of the book

QUESTION 3
According to F. de SAUSSURE, the linguistic sign has two components.

(@  Name the two components.
(b)  Describe/Explain each of the two components.

QUESTION 4

(a) Name three founding members of the Prague school
(b)  What was the main interest of the Prague school?
(c)  List three specific notions which members of the Prague school introduced in
linguistics.
QUESTION 5
(a)  Briefly distinguish between the two sides of the ‘nature — convention’
controversy.

(b)  What was Plato’s position in the ‘nature convention’ debate?

QUESTION 6

Briefly explain how the advent of Christianity led to a greater interest in linguistic
activity.



